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This volume contains detailed research on domestic energy consumption in all 15 EU countries, and
forms the basis for Chapter 7 of the Lower Carbon Futures report. The aim is to give as complete a
picture as possible of current domestic energy use, both by fuel and end-use, for each member state. In
addition, expected future trends in energy consumption are discussed. It can be read as a stand-alone
document, however, for interpretation of the data presented, and for estimates of potential EU energy
savings it is necessary to consult Lower Carbon Futures.

For each country, where available, information is presented regarding:
• households and population;
• natural gas;
• the domestic energy market;
• space heating;
• water heating;
• cooking;
• lights and appliances, and;
• policies and programmes for domestic energy efficiency.

The information presented was collated with the co-operation of numerous organisations
(governmental, research and commercial sectors) in the member state countries. The organisations and
individuals who provided information and insights for this report are acknowledged on the inside front
cover, and all data sources are fully referenced. Every effort was made to find the most up-to-date and
reliable, publicly available data for each country.

The availability of data varies greatly from country to country – as do the methods of calculation, the
basis for the data and the date of most recent data. In addition, data from different sources are often
contradictory. Thus, considerably more detail is presented for some countries than for others. Conflicts
between different data sources are noted where they arise, but it has not generally been possible to
resolve these differences. Since completion of much of the research in this report, a European-wide
study on energy consumption in households in 1995 has been published (Eurostat, 1999). However,
the figures in that study sometimes conflict with those from other reputable sources presented in this
report; major differences are noted.

Even with the publication of this report (and that by Eurostat), there is no robust country-by-country
EU data set for domestic energy consumption by end use. Very good data is available for the UK,
Netherlands and Portugal as a result of the work done in Lower Carbon Futures. Detailed research and
modelling has also been carried out for a number of other countries. However, determining energy
consumption by end use entails considerable effort requiring both detailed, data intensive models, and,
ideally, confirmation via household monitoring studies. The importance of electricity use by lighting
and appliances has tended to be underestimated in the past, and the data presented here suggests that
this is still the case for several EU countries. This report, and the discussion in Lower Carbon Futures,
indicates where data are lacking and may suggest priority areas for improvement and progress.


