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Forest conversion: the clearing of natural
forests (deforestation) to use the land for
another purpose, often agricultural, but also
for mines, infrastructure or urbanisation.
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Legal Toolkit on Forest Conversion

• To inform national law-makers & others of
the key legal issues to consider

• To highlight the social, environmental and
economic risks of weak laws

• To provide a checklist of questions that
national laws should address
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Legal Toolkit on Forest Conversion -
methodology
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What does a legal framework on forest 
conversion cover?
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• Allocation of land
• Clearance permits
• Timber from forest conversion
• Protection of the environment
• Communities’ rights



Legal step 1: Allocation of land
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Legal issues:
• Laws across sectors are unclear and 

inconsistent. 
• Laws are not detailed enough to be 

correctly applied and enforced.



Legal step 1: Allocation of land
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Legal opportunity to protect (intact) forests 
from conversion
• Does the land to be allocated contain forests?
• Is the forest  prohibited from conversion (e.g. intact 

forests)?
• If the forest may be converted, under what 

conditions?



Legal step 2: Clearance permits

Legal issues:
• Which permit to use is ambiguous and the 

process unclear. 
• Rules on clearance are not as stringent as 

for logging, creating a loophole.
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Legal step 2: Clearance permits

Legal opportunity to consider whether or not it 
is appropriate to clear an (intact) forest for 
another use.
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Concluding thoughts

Laws are an important tool to protect and 
maintain (intact) forests from the threat of 
forest conversion
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Thank you

Caroline Haywood
Law and Policy Advisor, Climate & Forests

https://www.clientearth.org/toolkit-forest-conversion-laws/
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