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INTACT FORESTS IN CONTEXT
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Policy makers need to understand…

Loss of forest intactness will 
make delivery of multilateral 
environment agreements more 
difficult (Watson et al 2018)

Declaration on this topic a 
planned outcome of this 
meeting
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Policy makers have been getting to grips with 
intactness since 1740 

Watershed Protection Forests

River basin Management

Re-articulated in different guises in 
different times and places

 National Park Policy

 Biodiversity Policy

NB. Watershed Forests not included in IUCN PA 
categories and accounting
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“Science community should produce policy 
relevant metrics of intactness…”

Was it any good? Can it be updated?
Overlooked by Watson et al. and their 
reviewers

Forest Frontier Index
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Is there a tendency for the NGO-science community 
to overlook past schemes and critical reviews?

Pub. 2002. First cited 2008
WoS - 5 citations : GS  - 7 citations

Pub. 2002. First cited 2002
WoS – 112 citations : GS  - 67 citations

2002 2018
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NGO-science prioritization schemes linked to the 
development of organisational finance streams

IBAs & institutional funding Hotspots & GEF & Aid funding

Intact Forests & climate finance
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“One obvious intervention that nations can 
prioritise is the creation of large PAs”.

The policy window for this 
instrument may have closed.  

Political and administrative 
decentralization since late 1990s has 
changed the political land 
opportunity costs of establishing 
large PAs. 

Many nations have been doing 
this since the 1980s

e.g. Indonesia  established a system of 
80 major ecosystem reserves 1982-1998
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“A good emerging strategy is enabling indigenous communities 
to establish title and management over their lands…”

A political question that is 
highly dependent on cultural 
and political context of 
countries.

High level policy that needs 
to address fundamental 
questions of citizenship and 
ethnicity – may relate to the 
constitution

Nations have been doing 
this since the 1970s

• 1975 – National Indigenous Service created, first 
Indigenous Lands created;

• 1988 – New Constitution – Indigenous Lands secured 
and Indigenous  People recognized as citizens with 
special rights over land;

• 2012 – Nationalization of CBD/Aichi targets formally 
recognizes that IL can be accounted under Aichi 11
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A better strategy might be to build on existing policy 
instruments that support intactness

Bryant 1997 – 22% remaining forest 
intact : Watson 2018 – 18% intact

 Analyze the factors that influence 
their impact in different bio-political 
contexts

 Look for potential easy wins

 Evaluate how new approaches and 
finance can be ‘blended’

Cultures of scientific territoriality may 
be a barrier
Friendly letters from prominent scientists  to 
scientific colleagues working  in PA 
administrations might be an effective approach



Planning capacity is at the root of the problem

Without effective National 
Spatial Data Infrastructures 
we will always struggle

The development and 
promotion of a NSDI index 
comparing planning ability 
between countries might be 
the single most effective 
means to maintain and 
restore intactness



Thanks for listening

@prjepson
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