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Mail Stop 300-243 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
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4800 Oak Grove Drive 
Pasadena, California 91109 
 
Telephone: (818) 354-1051    Email: Saatchi@congo.jpl.nasa.gov 
Facsimile: (818) 393-5285    Web: http://www-radar.jpl.nasa.gov/carbon 
 
Personal: Born, Iran, March 21, 1958 

 

Interests: Remote Sensing, Terrestrial Carbon Budget, Land Cover and Land Use Change,  

Biodiversity and Conservation, Surface Hydrology,  

Wave Propagation in Random Media, Radar Science 

   

Education: 

Ph.D., Electrophysics and Applied Mathematics, George Washington University, 1988  

M.S., Electrical Engineering, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1983 

B.S. Electrical Engineering, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1981  

 

Employment: 

Senior Scientist. Radar Science and Engineering Section, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology,  

2000-Present, Scientist, 1996-2000, Technical Staff, 1991-1996. 



Senior Research Fellow: Center for Tropical Research, Institute Environment, UCLA, 2002-Present. 

Research Fellow. University Space Research Association, Hydrological Science Branch,  

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, 1990-1991. 

Postdoctoral Research Associate: National Research Council,  Laboratory for Terrestrial Physics, NASA/GSFC, 1988-1990. 

 

Honors and Awards: 

Excellent Achievement Decade Award, NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 2001 

Excellent Achievement Award, NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 1998. 

Technical Achievement Award, Space Shuttle Imaging Radar Program, NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 1994. 

Young Scientist Award of the Union Radio-Scientifique Internationale (URSI, General Assembly, Prague, Czechoslovakia, 1990). 

 

Professional Activities: 

Project Scientist, BIOMM ESSP Mission Concept        2003-Present 

MODIS and MISR Science Team Member         2003-Present 

Forest Ecology Management, Special Issue Editor        Apr. 2004 

AGU, Radio Science Member           1989-Present 

IEEE, Geoscience and Remote Sensing, Senior Member       1988-Present 

Senior Research Associate, Yellowstone Ecological Research Center.     2002-Present 

Science Team Member, NASA Instrument Incubator Program.      2001-Present 

Science Team Member, North American Carbon Program, NACP.      Jul. 2001-Present 

Science Team Member, Large-Scale Biosphere Atmosphere in Amazonia (LBA)     Sep 00-Present       

Science Team Member, BIOMASCA Mission, European Space Agency.     Oct 01- 2002 



Guest Editor, International Journal of Remote Sensing.       Oct 01- 2002        

Member of Biological Fingerprinting, Center for Applied Biodiversity (CI)     2001 

Science Team Member, Advance Land Observing Satellite (ALOS) of Japan    Nov 00-Present   

Scientist, EX-6 Vegetation Recovery Mission        1999 

Board Member, NASA/CCAD Meso-American Biological Corridor Program.     Sep 99-Present  

Member, Organizing Committee of Conservation Biology and NASA Program.    Sep 99-Present  

Science Team Member, Land Cover and Land Use Change Program (LCLUC), NASA.   Sep 98-2001   

Science Team Member, LIGHTSAR Mission.        1998    

Member of Working Group of Oak Ridge National Laboratory DAAC.     May 99-2003   

Science Team Member, Boreal Ecosystem Atmosphere Study (BOREAS), NASA.   Apr 93-1998   

Science Team Member, NASA Shuttle Endeavor Mission, SIR-C/X-SAR.     1993-1994    

Member, Technical Committee, International Geoscience & Remote Sensing Symposium     1994  

Science Team Member, First ISLSCP (International Satellite Land Surface Climatology Project).     Sep 91-1993  

Science Team Member, HAPEX-Sahel: the Hydrology-Atmosphere Pilot Experiment in the Sahel.  Sep 90-1992  

Science Team Member, Multisensor Airborne Campaign for Hydrology (MACHYDRO) in Spain. 1990-1993  

Member, Technical Committee, IEEE, International Geoscience & Remote Sensing Symposium.  1990  

Lecturer, Electrical Enginnering, George Washington University.      1988-1991   

Staff, Science System Applications, Hydrological Sciences Branch, NASA/GSFC, Maryland.  1986-1988  

Research Assistance, Telecommunications Laboratory, Electromagnetic Imaging Group (UIC)  1981-1983  
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Advisees 
 
Shadi Oviesgharan, PhD, Standford University, Postdoctoral Fellow CALTECH      2008-present 
Wolfgang, Buermann, PhD., Postdoctoral Fellow, UCLA Institute of Environment      2005-2008 
Henri Thomassen, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, UCLA Institute of Environment      2007present 
Cassia Prates, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, UCLA, Institute of Environment       2005-2006 



Yifan Yu, PhD Student, UCLA, Atmospheric Sciences         2006-present 
Miriam Marlier, Graduate Student, UCLA Atmospheric Sciences        2006-2008 
Ana Paula Giorgi, UCLA, PhD student, Department of Geography, UCLA       2005-present 
Nicole Smith, Ph.D. Student, Dept. of Environmental Science, CALTECH.      2002-2006  
Donat Agosti, Ph.D. American Museum of Natural History, Visiting Scientist, NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory  2003-2005  
Claudia Cordero, M.S. Department of Environmental Sciences, University of Salvador, Brazil    2001-2003  
Marc Simard, Ph.D. Post Doctoral Fellow at NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory.      2000-2002 
Erika Podest, M.S.  University of Redding, UK.          1996-1999 
Jose Moreno, Ph.D. University of Valencia, Spain, Visiting Scientist at NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory.  1995-1996 
 Roberto Quiroz, Ph.D. CIP Institute, Lima, Peru, Visiting Scientists at NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory   1998 
Nirmal Kashava, Ph.D. Department of Electrical Engineering, University of Pittsburg.     1995 
Dashin Lin, Ph.D. Department of Earth Sciences, Princeton University.       1994 
 
 
 
Conference Papers & Presentations 
The list of over 500 conference presentations, seminars, and honorary lectures papers is available upon request. 
Language Skills 
ENGLISH, PERSIAN, SPANISH 


