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... and to

Welcome to ...
Environmental Change Institute

MSc/MPHIL ENVIRONMENTAL 
CHANGE AND MANAGEMENT  

The Environmental Change Institute (ECI) is Oxford University’s interdisciplinary 
institute for research on the complex processes of global environmental change, 
the exploration of sustainable responses and the promotion of change for the 
better through partnership and education.  The Environmental Change Institute 
has 26 years of experience in helping governments, business and communities 
anticipate and respond to the risks and opportunities of environmental change. 
We do this through studying, measuring, analysing, modelling and understanding 
of environmental change and the drivers affecting it. At the ECI we are instinctive 
integrators who can’t resist grasping the interdependencies between the various 
dimensions of global environmental change. The ECI’s interdisciplinary approach 
is inspired by the needs of decision-makers who are striving to respond to global 
environmental change. Engaging seriously with the challenge confronted by 
decision-makers is a constant stimulus for innovation in our research, education and 
engagement. 
As Director of the ECI, I would also like to welcome you to the ECI, and promise that 
your time with us will be fully utilised both in your own studies, but also in creating 
long lasting links with the many and varied researchers in the ECI and Oxford 
University. The Environmental Change and Management course is a centrepiece 
in the ECI’s mission. We have designed the course to reflect our ever-changing 
understanding of the processes that are shaping the planet and the opportunities 
for responding to them. Our aim is to get you to both learn about the issues and to 
contribute to their resolution. 

It is a great pleasure and privilege to direct the ECM MSc/MPhil programme 
for such a talented group of students from around the world.  I look forward to 
embarking with you on this intense but remarkable journey towards your Master’s 
degree. One of the exciting things about being at the ECI is the wonderful creative 
mix of researchers, practitioners and students who come together around our 
critical environmental change and management themes, including climate change, 
food, energy, ecosystems, and water. With such a dynamic, multidisciplinary 
combination of international expertise and experience, creative new synergies 
are bound to form. Through the ECM course and the extraordinary array of 
extracurricular opportunities available, students inevitably help to catalyse 
these opportunities, and thus are a critical part of our institution’s vitality and 
success. The teaching team consistently remarks upon how much they enjoy the 
mutual learning that goes on through group and one-on-one interactions with 
students. I encourage you to engage with the team and the wealth of resources 
and opportunities available within and beyond the School of Geography and the 
Environment as a means of extending your learning. 

Welcome to the Oxford and to the Anthropocene! 

 This is a tough assignment.

eci
Environmental Change Institute
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CLASS OF 2016/17

YOU ARE ABOUT TO UNDERTAKE AN INITIATION CEREMONY TO 

JOIN AN ELITE GLOBAL CONTINGENCY OF INTERPLANETARY 

HEROES AND HEROINES THAT ARE SAVING THE WORLD!  MORE 

SERIOUSLY: YOU JUST HAVE TO LOOK THROUGH THE ALUMNI AND 

YOU WILL SEE SOME EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENTS, 

FROM ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS TO ACTIVISTS TO 

POLICY-MAKERS, TO PEOPLE WORKING FOR 

MULTI-NATIONALS 

AND THINK TANKS.

AL HARRIS, ECM 2002-03
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UK  /  BLUE VENTURES.ORG

WE WISH YOU EVERY SUCCESS FOR THE COMING YEAR! 
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THE 2017/18 CLASS

28MSC    
2 MPHIL

342 APPLICANTS

10:20

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

2 UK/ 1 DUAL UK

1 NEW NATIONALITY

27+ INTERNATIONAL 

90%

19 5
ST VINCENT & THE 

GRENADINES   

IN NUMBERS...

~60%
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Sara Mayane 
Barudin 

USA

Rachel Antwi   
South Africa

BA Laws, University 
of Pretoria; Advanced 

msc/mphil environmental change and management

As a tribal member of Kewa Pueblo of New Mexico, 
I had the fortune of growing up within a beautiful 
traditional culture. From a young age, I was exposed 
to cultural teachings and a way of life that enforce 
heightened environmental awareness, a reverent 
respect for the land, and unwavering love throughout 
the community. Through my background in 
Environmental Studies and Economics, I am intrigued 
by the interdisciplinary challenges of climate policy. I 
hope to contribute to existing Indigenous scholarship 
to empower and enable economic prosperity and 
environmental justice for my community at home and 
Indigenous peoples worldwide through environmental 
policy input and renewable energy initiatives.  

I have over 8 years of Corporate and Investment 
Banking experience in top tier international banks 
located in South Africa, Sub Saharan Africa, as well as 
European markets. I am interested in Environmental 
Policy, Climate Change, Renewable Energy and 
Sustainable Financing. My interest in the MSc in 
Environmental Change and Management was piqued 
when I identified that some of our clients did not have 
strong environmental management frameworks in place 
to meet their environmental obligations. My aim is to 
assist African governments and private organisations 
to create environmental management frameworks and 
innovative financial solutions that will help address 
environmental challenges including climate change. 

Dip., British & European Studies: 
Modern history, University of 

Oxford 

Ba Environmental 
sciences & Economics, 
University of Colorado at Boulder
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Frances 

Alistair Berven   
USA 

BEng Environmental 

Having studied in Australia, I moved to the UK to 
work as an energy engineer. During my 18 month 
tenure, I immersed myself in the UK energy industry 
and experienced first-hand how changes in energy 
policy affected our clients. Studying at Oxford, I hope 
to further explore the complex social, economic and 
environmental management interface. I hope to develop 
skills and knowledge which will allow me to return home 
and contribute to building a more sustainable Australia. 
I have always been a nature lover and like to hike, swim 
and just enjoy the great outdoors.

I just graduated from Princeton University in the 
United States with a Bachelors degree in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering. As an undergraduate, I 
focused my studies on energy technologies and climate 
change management, culminating in a research thesis 
on the potential for microalgae to be used for biofuel 
production and carbon sequestration. At Oxford, I look 
forward to learning more about the social and political 
aspects of today’s environmental issues and partaking 
in the various planned field experiences.
I grew up in San Francisco, California, but also have 
family in England and Wales.

Christodoulou
  Australia, Greece

BSc  Ecology/BEng 
General Engineering, 
University of New South 
Wales

Engineering & Energy 
Technologies,
Princeton University 
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Fredrik Eriksson 

Sweden

Yulia Conley  
Russia

MSc Human & Social 
Geography; Applied 
economics, Grand 

Valley State University 

A long-held interest in the natural sciences have given 
way to the realization that change is brought about by 
people and institutions. I now seek solutions beyond 
the field research that was my undergraduate focus. 
Passionate about travel and the outdoors, I’ve been 
fortunate to lead several outdoor expeditions, including 
to Northern Canada and the desert Southwest, and 
travel to places like Greenland and Mozambique to 
collect data for research. My background also includes a 
year in the big data and predictive analytics field.
At ECI, I look forward to learning from our diverse group 
and continuing to explore the power of data in solving 
problems.

Since the onset of my academic career I was 
determined to make a positive contribution to the 
communities around me. As a young scholar in the 
field of urban planning I was drawn to the plethora of 
challenges faced by human settlements, ranging from 
transit deserts in my local West Michigan to the exigent 
climate change-induced phenomenon of sea level rise 
in the global coastal communities.
Within the professional realm, I worked for a number of 
non-profit and governmental organizations, including 
the United Nations Human Settlements Programme. I 
am thrilled for my academic journey with ECM and look 
forward to becoming an even more effective change-
maker in the field of sustainable development.
In my spare time I love to ballroom dance, sing and 
travel.

BA Biology & Earth 
Science, Grand Valley 

State University 
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msc environmental change and management

Isadora 

Motivated to be part of a positive change, I did my 
undergraduate in International Relations with a minor in 
International Business Commerce and a postgraduate 
in International Business Management.  This 
interdisciplinary background allowed me to understand 
the complexities of a myriad of socio-economic 
contexts, which can be linked to most environmental 
problems. My work, as a consultant and volunteer 
(Deloitte, Greepeace, FGV Brazil) sparked my passion 
for climate change and my aspiration to be someone 
that influences policy. I believe that the ECM will build 
my expertise to be at the forefront of environmental 
policy. I love music and travelling.

While studying at Hofstra University Honors College 

in New York, I poked fun at politics as an intern at The 

Daily Show with Jon Stewart. I then worked for U.S. 

Congressman Steve Israel and the American Association 

for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), where I was 

assistant to CEO Rush Holt and helped develop a “Force 

for Science” initiative. At Oxford, I am particularly 

excited to learn more about the dynamics between 

conservation, ecosystem services and local economic 

livelihoods. I enjoy hiking, playing several instruments, 

screenwriting, traveling and purchasing more books 

than I’ll ever have time to read.

Fernandes Ferreira
  Brazil

Josh Ettinger 
USA

BA International 
Relations; Human & 
Social Geography, 
Hofstra University

International Relations 
& International Business Studies, Pontificia Universidade 
Catolica do Rio de Janeiro; Post-Graduate Diploma: 
International Business Studies, IBMEC Business School 
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Edward Hornsby  
United Kingdom

BSc Climatology, 
University of East 

Anglia

Lucinda Ford   
USA

BSc Civil Engineering, 
United States Naval 

Academy

While studying my climate change focused bachelors 
I became increasingly interested in a broader range of 
environmental issues and I worked hard to try to expose 
myself to as many of these fields as possible. Over the 
past few years I have taken a similar approach to life in 
general, eager to gain new experiences and appreciate 
new cultures and perspectives, I have travelled 
and pursued many lines of work as varied as a field 
researcher to a shepherd. I am now looking forward to 
returning to my hometown of Oxford for university and 
developing an interdisciplinary approach to the many 
integrated environmental problems we face.

During my studies at the United States Naval 
Academy, I majored in ocean engineering working on 
beach erosion management and developing energy 
policy for health clinics in Rwanda. Upon graduating, 
I commissioned as a Nuclear Submarine Officer 
in the United States Navy and worked at Naval 
Reactors. While at Oxford, I am eager to combine my 
engineering and Navy background with my passion for 
the environment in order to help develop clean and 
sustainable energy solutions while increasing national 
security.  In my free time I enjoy running marathons, 
cooking, and spending time outdoors. 

msc/mphil environmental change and management
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Brittany King  

Senhao Huang   
China

I find the complexities surrounding the issue of climate 
change and how it affects people and the systems we 
depend on endlessly engaging. During a study abroad 
program focused on the politics of food, water, and 
energy within the context of climate change, which 
took me from California to Vietnam, Morocco, and 
Bolivia, I did research on the links between climate 
change, human migration, and conflict. While at 
UCLA, and after graduating in 2015, I did education, 
advocacy, and fundraising for environmental and 
sustainability focused non-profits. At Oxford, I look 
forward to being able to delve deeper into the policy 
and research side.

I am interested in applying my Geomatics expertise 
in environment management. Geomatics is an 
interdisciplinary science which helps people to find 
the right spatial position desired. I believe Geomatics 
has much to do with environmental management as 
it enables decision makers to understand the spatial 
context and thus they can make better decisions. After 
finishing my course at Oxford, I hope to return to China 
to assist the Chinese government in managing our 
motherland and creating a better future for generations 
to come.

USA

BA International 
Politics & 

Environmental 
Geography, University 

of California

BA  Environments: Surveying science; 
University of Melbourne; MEng (Spatial): 

msc/mphil environmental change and management

Surveying science, University of Melbourne 
(Spatial) : Surveying science, University of 
Melbourne
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Antje Lang
USA

Aria Laidlow 
St Vincent and The 

Grenadines

I focused my undergraduate studies on Environmental 
Health in developing regions. Over the past year, 
I have worked as policy coordinator at a Chicago-
based legal aid and affordable housing non-profit, 
focusing on passing legislation that attempts to 
integrate environmental health and affordable housing. 
I am looking forward to delving deeper into the 
opportunities and challenges of cities as centres of 
sustainability and shapers of climate, and integrating 
this with my passion for environmental justice. I am 
eager to examine these and other pressing topics with 
my peers and the faculty at ECI. Beyond my academic 
proclivities, you will probably find me rock-climbing, 
playing music, or watching PBS documentaries.

My exposure to a wide number of multi -disciplinary 
courses during my undergraduate years, encouraged 
me to pursue further the over-arching aspect of 
environmental management. I graduated with first 
class honours from the University of the West Indies 
St. Augustine in Environmental Natural Resource 
Management and Geography. The multidisciplinary 
approach of both majors opened my appetite for 
greater knowledge, and hence my application for 
an MSc in Environmental Change and Management. 
Having been born and lived in the Caribbean all my life, 
I am interested in becoming one of the front leaders in 
environmental management and research, especially in 
relation to climate change and development. 
I also have a great interest and love for GIS and hope to 
develop this skill at a certified level.

msc/mphil environmental change and management

BSc Physical 
Geography, University 

of the West Indies St Augustine

BA Environmental 
sciences, Russian & East 

European languages,  
Duke University
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Mavis Pokuaa 
Manu 
  Ghana

BA Physical Geography 
& Economics, Kwame 

Li-Sha Lim   
Singapore 

BSc Physical sciences, 
Cornell University 

My interest in environmental issues compelled me to 
study B.A Geography at KNUST in Ghana. After, reading 
courses such as Resource Analysis and Environmental 
Management, I gained much insight into environmental 
issues and sustainable development. My curiosity 
further influenced my decision to undertake internships 
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) during 
long vacations, where I was exposed to a more practical 
approach to dealing with environmental problems. 
Having received this basic knowledge, I deem it a 
great opportunity to pursue this ECM program, since 
it aims at producing skilled environmental leaders and 
managers.
During my leisure, I listen to music.

I graduated with a major in Atmospheric Science and 
minors in Climate Change and the Science of Earth 
Systems, dedicating most of my undergraduate career 
to the quantitative aspect of climate change. Interning 
at the Centre for Climate Research Singapore, however, 
piqued my interest in climate change policy, along with 
the social and political aspects of climate change. I 
am especially interested in how an island-state such 
as Singapore can contribute to and be affected by 
global climate policy, and look forward to exploring 
these issues at Oxford. In my free time, I enjoy baking, 
travelling and learning new languages.

msc/mphil environmental change and management

Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology (KNUST) 
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Sujay Natson 
Singapore

 BA Politics & Geology, 
Brown University

Jung Kian Ng 
Malaysia

BSc Mechanical 
Engineering; MSc 

Mechanical Engineering, 

My journey to studying climate change is a beautiful 
combination of the issues I care about. My passion 
lies in finding systemic solutions that intersect in the 
areas of climate change, environmental justice through 
legal empowerment of developing communities and 
evidence-based policy formation. 
My prior experiences involve publishing UN climate 
policy papers and working with NGOs as well as 
least developed country negotiators at UNFCCC 
Conferences. I am honoured to have received the Sir 
Walter Raleigh Scholarship from Oxford to aid in my 
pursuit.
For leisure, I enjoy night runs, backpacking, photography 
and the occasional marathon.

My interest in environmental change began during my 
Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering program 
at the University of Southern California. The classes I 
took which include Principles of Combustion and Energy 
and the Environment taught me the extent of harm 
human activities and energy consumption has caused 
the planet Earth.
I began my career in the government at the Ministry of 
Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government. I was 
subsequently transferred to the Economic Planning Unit 
of the Prime Minister’s Department. 
Whenever I have the luxury of getting off work early, I 
will go running in the park.

msc/mphil environmental change and management

University of Southern 
California

ECM-Students-TEXT_2017.indd   12 20/09/2017   10:28:48



Vaishali Rao 
India

 BA History and 
Political Science, 

I moved back to India from the US eight years 
ago, since then I’ve largely been working with 
social enterprises in the energy, livelihoods and 
entrepreneurship space. My experience so far is around 
building the ecosystem for decentralized solar energy, 
by developing sustainable business models to address 
energy access issues in rural India.
Through the MSc program at ECI I hope to gain 
a comprehensive understanding of the drivers of 
environmental change and learn about successful 
models in other countries. Ultimately, the goal is to 
acquire the tools to help develop socially relevant 
solutions that are environmentally sustainable as well. 

Theresa Reisch  
Switzerland

BSc Social studies, 
University College 

London

In my undergraduate programme I studied Science 
and Society at UCL, with a special allowance to take 
sustainability related courses in external departments. 
Through this multidisciplinary degree, I gained valuable 
insights into the complexities inherent to our society-
environment relationship and to innovative solution 
approaches to today’s environmental challenges. 
Since my degree, I have worked for a development 
foundation in East Africa, conducted green economy 
policy research for UCL and have interned at an impact 
investing firm in Southeast Asia. Now I seek to continue 
my academic exploration of today’s environmental 
challenges and am thrilled to do so as part of the MSc 
in ECM. 

msc/mphil environmental change and management

University of Oregon; MA Social 
Entrepreneurship, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences
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Lyra Schweizer  
Switzerland / USA

 BA Public policy 
& Environmental 

sciences, Princeton 
University 

My undergraduate experience exposed me to 
the complex dynamics between environmental 
conservation, development, and policy-making. I am 
especially interested in agriculture and food security, 
seeing this as the meeting point of environment 
and development in countries where the majority 
of the population relies on agriculture for livelihood. 
In the past, I have worked at the FAO in Rome and, 
most recently, at a startup in Thailand that partners 
with the government to disseminate information to 
rural farmers. At Oxford, I hope to gain the scientific 
understanding and technical skills necessary to assess 
environmental policies in different parts of the world. 
 

msc/mphil environmental change and management

Nicola Rule

In my undergraduate and Honours degrees, I focused 
on Botany, Ecology and Genetics, pursuing my 
fascination with the natural world. During my studies, 
my involvement in student environmental organisations 
sparked my interest in how people and institutions use 
and relate to the environment. Since graduating, I have 
been working in environmental management in a South 
African local government, at the intersection between 
global and local environmental challenges and human 
development. In the coming year, I look forward to 
broadening my academic foundation for understanding 
these challenges and engaging with Oxford and ECM’s 
diverse student body and staff. Between books and 
essays, I enjoy swimming and hiking, and listening to 
people’s stories.

  South Africa / UK

BSc Applied Biology, 
Genetics & Biology,  

University of Cape Town
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I graduated from the University of East Anglia with a 
BSc in Environmental Sciences with a Year in Industry 
(First Class Honours), including a year of work 
experience with the Environmental Sustainability team 
at GlaxoSmithKline. 
Throughout my undergraduate degree, I have 
specialised primarily in climate change and 
environmental policy from a social science perspective, 
and my final year dissertation was an analysis of the 
IPCC from an equity and justice standpoint. 
I hope to eventually pursue a career as an international 
climate negotiator for the UNFCC, primarily from a 
developing country perspective, and am particularly 
interested in examining disciplines of international 
equity, social justice and post-colonial theory within the 
dominant climate change discourse.

Suzannah Sherman 
UK

BA Human & social 

During my first degree at the LSE, I started to study 
in detail climate change impacts and environmental 
governance. Since graduating, I have turned this 
knowledge into practical action, and for the past three and 
a bit years I have been working in an environmental and 
carbon management consultancy.
Through my job, I have gained insight into how a wide 
range of businesses view and address climate change 
and I am looking forward to deepening this knowledge on 
the course and learning more about other non-corporate 
focussed areas, such as governance in cities, international 
climate policy development and community organisations.

msc/mphil environmental change and management

Zoha Shawoo 
Pakistan

BSc Environmental 
sciences, The 

University of East 
Anglia

geography and Environmental geography, London 
School of Economics and Political Science
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msc/mphil environmental change and management

Sadeka Tasmin  

Kevin Soubly   
USA

BA Political systems & 
International relations,  

Hope College

In the backdrop of socio-economic realities of 
my developing homeland, I chose to study about 
environmental science and management, as it offered 
the best option to integrate science and logic to 
improve the lives of the masses in this country. I started 
my career in a public trust under the Ministry of Water 
Resources of Bangladesh. I teach at a university at 
present. By the end of the ECM program, I believe I 
would be able to gain a deeper understanding about 
the contemporary environmental issues which would 
eventually help me to become a skilled environmental 
researcher. I love to read fiction and watch movies 
during my free time.

Inspired by my childhood experiences volunteering for 
local anuran population surveys, systems theory has 
always fascinated me, particularly anthropic environmental 
impacts. In college, I also studied resulting security 
concerns during a semester in Geneva, Switzerland and 
an internship at the U.S. Department of State, learning 
to recognize patterns of environmental destabilization 
contributing to human insecurity. Most recently, I applied 
systems theory within Ford Motor Company’s international 
government relations team. Focusing on trade policy, 
political risk, and broader geopolitics, I helped the company 
solve global mobility challenges by supporting its long-
term international strategy. While at Oxford, I look forward 
to diving deeper on links between environmental change 
and human, economic, and security risks. In my spare time, 
I enjoy photography, good conversation over good food, 
and exploring the world.

Bangladesh

BSc Environmental 
sciences, Asian University 

for Women; MSc 
Environmental sciences, 
North South University
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Jessica Zionts
USA

BSc Environmental 
engineering & Earth 

science, Johns 
Hopkins University

Yuhan Xu  
China

Bachelor of Commerce 
Economics, University 

of Sydney 

As an undergraduate, I worked with Engineers Without 
Borders in South America, as well as in Baltimore, where 
I developed a STEM curriculum for school children. I 
also worked as a summer research assistant at ECI’s 
Ecosystems Lab. With exposure to subjects ranging 
from chemistry to philosophy, I intend to expand my 
understanding of social science, while integrating my 
technical background to approach global and local 
environmental issues. I am most looking forward 
to learning from the diverse perspectives of my 
classmates and professors, enriching my ability to 
influence environmental policy and education. When 
I’m not studying, I play tennis, climb rocks, and take 
pictures.

Originally from Beijing, I have been passionate about 
environmental issues since childhood, and in recent 
time with a particular interest in carbon emissions and 
air pollution management. I recently graduated with a 
Bachelor of Commerce from University of Sydney, and 
I complemented my degree with an exchange period at 
UCLA where I took environmental economics courses 
and participated in several fieldworks and sustainability 
practices. Since graduation, I have undertaken an 
internship at the Energy Foundation, working on China’s 
Alliance of Peaking Pioneer Cities projects. At Oxford, I 
look forward to exploring more practical methodologies 
of environmental governance in the ECM program. 
In my free time, I enjoy travelling, hiking, baking, and 
listening to Britpop.

 

msc/mphil environmental change and management
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Jory Fleming  

Marcus Spiegel   
USA

BSc Environmental 
Engineering,  

Princeton University 

I completed a B.S. in Geography and Marine Science 
with a minor in Geophysics at the University of South 
Carolina. At USC I worked with government, NGO, and 
academic partners on research projects in a variety of 
fields and I am eager to explore the diverse research 
institutes at Oxford. I am particularly excited about 
delving deeper into spaces and places in the School of 
Geography and the Environment. I enjoy bird-watching 
& hiking, new data & technology, reading books, and 
writing bad poems. My career aspirations are to work 
with data analytics in government and policy to tackle 
large-scale problems.

As an undergraduate, I studied Earth’s diverse 
ecosystems through coursework that included field 
expeditions to the drylands of the American southwest, 
the mountains of Cyprus, and the tidal flats of the 
Bahamas. My interest in environmental change 
was reinforced by my research, which explored the 
ecological tradeoffs to rapid agricultural expansion in 
the African wet savannas. In the ECM program, I hope 
to learn to assess the impact of environmental change 
on human populations and to consider the range of 
responses societies may utilize to adapt to and alter 
their ecosystem. In my free time, I enjoy hiking and 
playing the piano.    

USA

BSc Human & Social 
Geography, University of 

South Carolina
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Jory Fleming  
USA

Marcus Spiegel
USA

  YEAR 1 – 2017/18

msc ecm  |  mphil candidates
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Simona Sulikova
Slovakia

Carley-Jane Stanton
Canada

  YEAR 2 – 2016/17

Theresa Lieb
Germany

Lena Fuldauer
Germany
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ECI Director: Professor Jim Hall
Course Director: Dr Thomas Thornton

School of Geography and the Environment
OUCE, South Parks Road

Oxford OX1 3QY
United Kingdom

Contacts (Co-ordinator):
Tel: +44 (0) 1865 285120

Email: msc-coordinator-ecm-wspm@ouce.ox.ac.uk 
Website: www.eci.ox.ac.uk/teaching/msc/
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